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The present session of the Northern Ireland Branch, under Dr. T. B. Pedlow's
presidency, promises to be outstanding in the initerest being taken in the affairs
of the medical profession in Ulster. Dr. Pedlbw's presidential address was an
attractive and racy account of his experiences in inedical practice in Lurgan,
and was much appreciated bY his large audience. At the February imieeting, Mr.
W. A. B. Iliff (Assistant Secretary, M\inistry of Labour) read a paper on
Northern Ireland's health problem. This is published in this issue. It was followed
by a very interesting discussion opened by Dr. D. Gray and Dr. S. McComb.
Dr. Gray's paper is also published in this issue. As a result of this important
discussion, the Council have referred further consideration to a standing com-
mittee.
This standing committee of Council is an innovation in the activities of the
Branch. It is hoped that it will provide a useful liaison between the profession
and lay bodies in making contact where medical problems arise in connection
with administration, or where projected developments have a bearing upon medical
or health matters. Notification of the existence of the committee has been sent to
various Government Departments, Boards of Guardians, Rural, Urban, and
County Councils, and it is hoped thereby to initiate consideration of new develop-
ments before they are enforced, and consultation with representatives of the
medical profession in advance. The membership includes, in addition to the
president, honorary treasurer, and honorary secretaries, Drs. G. G. Lyttle, S. B.
Boyd Campbell, S. M\lcComb, F. P. Montgomery, and A. J. Dempsey.
In March Dr. Leonard Kidd read a paper advocating the establishment of a
Ministry of Health in Northern Ireland. The case made out by Dr. Kidd for
the proper co-ordination of medical services and related problems is a very strong
one, as will be seen by a study of his paper, to be published later on. It is realised
that progress towards this ideal is not likely to be made until public opinion is
in a better position to appreciate the difficulties of all aspects of medical practice
and the handicaps which exist in the fulfilment of the ideal standard of service
to the health of the individual and the community which doctors are in a position
to provide. This will receive the attention and interest of the Branch Council
during the next months.
The Branch associates itself with the many expressions of pleasure and
congratulations at the honour of knighthood conferred upon the president of the
Association, Sir Robert Johnstone, by His Majesty the King, and wishes him
and Lady Johnstone all happiness in the well-merited honour. The honorary fellow-
ship conferred upon Sir Robert by the fellows and members of the Ulster Medical
Society is a further tribute to the place he holds in the affection and esteem of
his colleagues.
F. M. B. ALLEN, Hon. Secretary.
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